Good afternoon, everyone! Happy New Day, Week & special
“Thanks” for joining today’s service. This is our annual Autumn
Memorial Service of KC Chicago for 2024.

Since our Spring Memorial Service, we have had three Newly
Departed Souls related to us:

Rev. Ichio Furukawa, son-in-law of Rev. Soichiro Otsubo,

passed away on March 19 at age 84;

Mrs. Helen-Mary Newton, grandmother of Mr. Marshal Homheld,

passed away on April 18 at age 90;
The most Reverend Heiki Konko, our fifth Kyoshu Konko-sama
passed away on July 21 at age 89;

While welcoming these Mitama spirits to today’s service, | have
asked Our Founder to lead them to the world of peace & joy in the
next world.

He taught: When people die, they are reunited with Kami. A physical
body may die, but the Mitama spirit keeps on living. The body came from
the Earth, & will return to the Earth; while the Spirit, which was the energy
given by Kami to sustain life on Earth, returns to Kami. Dying is the spirit
being released and separating from the body to return to its eternal
condition.

With utmost respect, today | would like to talk about our fifth Konko-
sama and spiritual leader, Rev. Heiki Konko.

He succeeded Rev. Kagamitaro Konko as our spiritual leader and
became the fifth Kyoshu-Konko-sama in 1991. Since then, he had
dedicated himself to doing selfless service as our Principal Mediator for
30 years.

Rev. Heiki Konko joined the 2000 KMH-KCNA Joint Conference
in celebration of the 100th Anniversary of Konkokyo’s
Independence in Hiro, Hawaii. He gave us the following words:

“In this new era which values the spirit of mutual prosperity
and tolerance, | would like to walk with you on the pathway
towards realizing our mutual prosperities, that of Kami-sama and
people, that of people and people, that of people and nature, and
all of us transcending our differences in nationality, race,



language, and culture. Let us help each other always, and
especially when we have to face much suffering and sorrow in our
daily lives. And let us pray for each other as fellow members of
Konkokyo. And let us strive for a realization of world peace and
let us strive for a salvation of all mankind.

Finally, | pray for the steady growth and development of
Konkokyo throughout America, Canada and Hawaii, and for your
happiness and prosperity.”

The earthly life of our late parent minister, Rev. Soichiro Otsubo,
sought & portrayed the very essence of our Founder’s faith
throughout his everyday life. He proved, by example, during his
lifetime, that true faith is demonstrated daily by believing that the
process of life, whether easy or difficult, is the active working of the
Divine Parent, for guiding our path of life toward divine fulfillment.
Through constant communication & cooperation with Kami, step by
step Rev. Otsubo developed his faith — respecting everything that
happened in his life to the fullest. In this world, living that kind of
reality sincerely & faithfully, he clearly came to understand the
invisible world beyond, the world of the Mitama spirits.

He has said,

The next world is pitch dark. Therefore, we need to polish
the gem of our heart to receive divine light while we are here
on earth. Thus, we can live a happy life in this world & have
a bright eternity in the next.

Mitama spirits do not directly manipulate actions in this
world. There have been a lot of beliefs from long ago, that
people thought whatever happened to us was the working of
Mitama spirits. Even today a lot of Japanese people believe
that phenomena which cannot be explained is the working
of Mitama spirits. But, in fact, that is totally wrong; NO!... all
of these incidents are Kami’s doing. Kami uses illusions of
Heaven & Earth to appear as Mitama spirits in order to guide
humans to real happiness.

Shodai Oyasensei also said, “This world exists for the next world.”
Therefore, we should practice faith in this world to polish the gem



of our heart and receive divine light. That divine light is what will be
brought into the next world.

To do that, we humans should have the absolute conviction that
everything that happens, good or bad, is Kami’s doing so as to
deepen the peace & joy in our heart. And thus, we can realize Kami
is always working for us humans, and bestowing Divine
Arrangement for everything to become better than expected. When
we have absolute belief in Kami and that Kami is always working for
us, we can receive divine light which will be brought with us into the
next world. Remember our founder taught: Know that heaven & earth

will be your eternal home while you are living and even after you die.

When we clearly realize that Kami is always working for us to
develop peace & joy in our heart, we can gain divine light. With
divine light we live a life of happiness in this world and have a bright
world in the next. Let us practice faith. Let us respect each
happening as Kami’s sacred doing. Let us practice gratitude for
Kami’s sacred work. And, let us accumulate divine light as much as
possible.

As | was preparing for today’s Autumn Memorial service, |
welcomed all the Mitama spirits related to our church, to listen
along with me to the speeches of Shodai Oyasensei. It was then |
realized they, too, wished for me to have true faith, to receive true
divine virtue, and genuinely show true gratitude; they wish that | do
my best to establish the Wagakokoro era in this world.

| pray you would join this movement, too. Wagakokoro is the
ultimate in reaching true peace and happiness worldwide.
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